
RECEPTION MEDIUM TERM PLAN SPRING 1 

The Big Question 
If I Were An Animal, What Would I Be? (Animal Antics) 

 

Launch Assembly: TBC WOW Day: Animal Dress Up Day 
 

Foley 5: Care and Kindness 
Freedom and hopes and 

dreams 

Foley 5: Individuality 
Responsibility, democracy 

and equality 

Foley 5: Community 
Tolerance and Trust 

 

Foley 5: Resilience  
Strength and weakness 

Foley 5: Growth 
Respect and Sustainability 

Foley 5: Care and Kindness 
Individual rights and 

empathy 

Everything starts with a read! 
 

                                                                                                       
 

Local – Animals at local farms/parks 
 

National – West Mids Safari Park 
 

International – Animals in different habitats 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

 Self-Regulation: 
I can show an understanding of my 
own feelings and those of others, 
and begin to regulate my behaviour 
accordingly. 
 
I can set and work towards simple 
goals, being able to wait for what I 
want and  control my immediate 
impulses when appropriate. 
 
I can give focused attention to what 
the teacher says, responding 
appropriately even when I am 
engaged in activity, and show an 
ability to follow instructions 
involving several ideas or actions. 

Communication and Language 

 Listening, Attention and 
Understanding: 
I can listen attentively and 
respond to what I hear with 
relevant questions, comments 
and actions when being read to 
and during whole class 
discussions and small group 
interactions;  

I can make comments about 
what I have heard and ask 
questions to clarify my 
understanding;  

I can hold a conversation when 
engaged in back-and-forth 
exchanges with my teacher and 
peers.  

Physical Development 
Gross Motor Skills: 
I can negotiate space and 
obstacles safely, with 
consideration for others 
and myself. 
 
I can demonstrate 
strength, balance and co-
ordination when playing. 
 
I can move energetically, 
such as running, jumping, 
dancing, hopping, skipping 
and climbing. 

  

 Fine Motor Skills: 
I can hold a pencil 
effectively in preparation 
for fluent writing – using a 

Literacy 

 Comprehension: 
I can demonstrate 
understanding of what has 
been read to me by retelling 
stories and narratives using my 
words and recently introduced 
vocabulary. 
 
I can anticipate, where 
appropriate, key events in 
stories. 
 
I can use and understand 
recently introduced vocabulary 
during discussions about 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems and during role-
play. 
 

Mathematics 

 Number: 
I have a deep 
understanding of number 
to 10, including the 
composition. 
 
I can recognise and name 
numerals to 10. 
 
I can match a quantity to a 
numeral to 10. 
 
I can show numbers to 10 
in a range of 
representations.  
 
I can show how numbers 
to 10 can be composed of 
2 or more parts. 
 

UW 

 Past and Present: 

 I can talk about the lives of 
the people around me and 
their roles in society;  

  

 I know some similarities and 
differences between things 
in the past and now, drawing 
upon my experiences and 
what has been read in class. 

  

 I understand the past 
through settings, characters 
and events encountered in 
books read in class and 
storytelling.  

  

Expressive Arts and Design 

 Creating with Materials: 
I can safely use and explore a 
variety of materials, tools 
and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, 
design, texture, form and 
function.  
 
I can share my creations, 
explaining the process I have 
used.  
 
I can make use of props and 
materials when role-playing 
characters in narratives and 
stories.  
 
I can develop my own ideas 
through selecting and using 



I can talk about the things I enjoy, I 
am good at, and about the things, I 
do not find easy.  
 
I am resourceful in finding support 
when I need help or information.  
 
I am beginning to talk about the 
plans I have made to carry out 
activities and what I might change if 
I were to repeat them. 

  

 Managing Self: 
I am confident to try new activities 
and show independence, resilience 
and perseverance in the face of 
challenge. 
 
I can explain the reasons for rules 
know right from wrong and try to 
behave accordingly. 
 
I can manage my own basic hygiene 
and personal needs, including 
dressing, going to the toilet and 
understanding the importance of 
healthy food choices. 
 
I can sometimes play group games 
with rules.  
I am confident to speak to a class 
group. 
 
I am developing an understanding 
that someone else’s point of view 
can be different from mine.  
 
I am beginning to resolve minor 
disagreements through listening to 
others to come up with a fair 
solution. 

 Building Relationships: 
I can work and play cooperatively 
and take turns with others. 
 
I can form positive attachments to 
adults and friendships with peers. 
 
I can show sensitivity to my own and 
to others’ needs. 
 
I can take part in-group activities. 

I can listen to instructions and 
follow them accurately, asking 
for clarification if I need it.  
 
I can listen attentively with 
sustained concentration to 
follow a story without pictures 
or props. 
 
I can listen in a larger group 
beyond that of my classroom 

  

 Speaking: 
I can participate in small group, 
class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering my own 
ideas, using recently introduced 
vocabulary;  
 
I can offer explanations for why 
things might happen, making 
use of recently introduced 
vocabulary from stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems 
when appropriate;  
 
I can express my ideas and 
feelings about my experiences 
using full sentences, including 
use of past, present and future 
tenses and making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling 
and support from my teacher.  
 
I show some awareness of the 
listener by making changes to 
my language and non-verbal 
features. 
 
I can recount experiences and 
imagine possibilities.  
 
I can use a range of vocabulary 
in imaginative ways to add 
information, express ideas or to 
explain or justify actions or 
events. 

tripod grip in almost all 
cases. 
 
I can use a range of small 
tools, including scissors, 
paintbrushes and cutlery. 
 
I am beginning to show 
accuracy and care when 
drawing. 
 
I am beginning to be able 
to write on lines and 
control the size of my 
letters. 

I can follow instructions using 
several ideas or actions. 
 
I can answer how and why 
questions about my own 
experiences. 
 
I can answer how and why 
questions in response to 
stories or events. 
 
I can express my views about 
events or characters after 
listening to a story. 
 
I can understand humour. 

  

 Word Reading: 
I can say a sound for each 
letter in the alphabet and at 
least 10 digraphs. 
 
I can read words consistent 
with my phonic knowledge by 
sound blending. 
 
I can read aloud simple 
sentences and books that are 
consistent with my phonic 
knowledge, including some 
common exception words. 
 
I can suggest what a story 
might be about from the title, 
blurb or illustrations. 
 
I can talk about main points or 
key events in a simple text. 
 
I can sequence the important 
parts of a story in order.  
 
I can recognise language 
patterns in stories, poems and 
other texts.  
 
I can choose and share my 
favourite books I like to read 
for pleasure from a selection. 
 
 
 

I can subitise up to 5. 
 
I can subitise up to 10. 
 
I can automatically recall 
number bonds up to 5. 
 
I can automatically recall 
number bonds up to 10. 
 
I can use quantities and 
objects up to 20. 
 
I can recognise and name 
numerals 10 -20. 
 
I can add two quantities 
within 20. 
 
I can subtract two 
quantities within 20. 
 
I can use Numicon to 
represent the teen 
numbers. 
 

 Numerical Patterns: 
I can verbally count 
beyond 20, recognizing the 
pattern of the counting 
system. 
 
I can compare quantities 
up to 10 recognizing when 
one quantity is greater 
than the other quantity.  
 
I can compare quantities 
up to 10 recognizing when 
one quantity is less than as 
the other quantity. 
 
I can compare quantities 
up to 10 recognizing when 
one quantity is the same 
as the other quantity. 
 
I can explore and 
represent patterns within 
numbers up to 10. 
 

 I know the difference 
between past and present 
events in my own life and 
some reasons why people’s 
lives were different in the 
past. 

  

 People, Culture and 
Communities: 

 I can describe my immediate 
environment using 
knowledge from 
observation, discussion, 
stories, non-fiction texts and 
maps;  

  

 I know some similarities and 
differences between 
different religious and 
cultural communities in this 
country, drawing on their 
experiences and what has 
been read in class;  

  

 I can explain some 
similarities and differences 
between life in this country 
and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from 
stories, non-fiction texts and 
– when appropriate – maps.  

  

 I know that other children 
have different likes and 
dislikes and that they may be 
good at different things.  

  

 I am developing an 
understanding that different 
people have different beliefs, 
attitudes, customs and 
traditions and why it is 
important to treat them with 
respect. 

  

 The Natural World: 

 I can explore the natural 
world around me, making 
observations and drawing 

materials and working on 
processes that interest me.  
 
Through my explorations, I 
can find out and make 
decisions about how media 
and materials can be 
combined and changed. 
 

 Being Imaginative and 
Expressive: 
I can invent, adapt and 
recount narratives and 
stories with peers and my 
teacher. 
 
I can sing a range of well-
known nursery rhymes and 
songs;  
 
I can perform songs, rhymes, 
poems and stories with 
others, and – when 
appropriate – try to move in 
time with music. 
 
I can represent my own 
ideas, thoughts and feelings 
through design and 
technology, art, music, 
dance, role-play and stories. 
 
I can talk about the ideas 
and processes, which have 
led me to make music, 
designs, images or products. 
 
I can talk about features of 
my own and others work, 
recognising the differences 
between them and the 
strengths of others. 



I can sometimes play group games 
with rules.  
 
I am developing an understanding 
that someone else’s point of view 
can be different from mine.  
 
I am beginning to resolve minor 
disagreements through listening to 
others to come up with a fair 
solution. 
 

 Writing: 

 I can write recognisable letters, 
most of which are correctly 
formed. 

  

 I can spell words by identifying 
sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with a 
letter or letters. 
 
I can spell some common 
exception words for Reception. 
 
I can spell some regular 
reception words correctly. 
 
I can write simple sentences 
that I can read. 
 
I can write simple phrases and 
sentences that can be read by 
others. 
 
I can write short sentences 
with words with known letter-
sound correspondence using a 
capital letter and full stop. 

 

I can identify and 
represent evens and odds 
within numbers up to 10. 
 
I can explore and 
represent double facts up 
to 10.  
 
I can share quantities up to 
10 equally. 
 
I am beginning to count 
reliably with numbers 
from 1 to 20 forwards and 
backwards.  
 
I am beginning to place 
numbers in order up to 20. 
 
I can identify missing 
numbers in a number line 
1 – 20. 
 
I can say which number is 
one more or one less than 
a given number up to 20. 
 

 Shape, Space and 
Measure: 
I can use everyday 
language to talk about 
length to compare 
quantities and objects and 
to solve problems.  
 
I can measure length using 
non-standards units. 
 
I can use everyday 
language to talk about 
height to compare objects 
and to solve problems. 
 
I can measure height using 
non-standards units. 
 
I can use everyday 
language to talk about 
weight to compare 
quantities and to solve 
problems. 
 

pictures of animals and 
plants;  

  

 I know some similarities and 
differences between the 
natural world around me and 
contrasting environments, 
drawing on my experiences 
and what has been read in 
class;  
 
I understand some important 
processes and changes in the 
natural world around me, 
including the seasons and 
changing states of matter. 
 
I know that the environment 
and living things are 
influenced by human 
activity.  
 
I can describe some actions 
which people in my own 
community do that help to 
maintain the area I live in. 



I can measure weight using 
non-standards units.  
 
I can use everyday 
language to talk about 
capacity to compare 
quantities and to solve 
problems. 
 
I can measure capacity 
using non-standards units. 
 
I can use everyday 
language to talk about 
position and distance to 
compare and to solve 
problems. 
 
I can use everyday 
language related to time. 
 
I can recognise that a 3D 
shape can be made up of 
2D shapes. 
 
I can recognise and name 
3D shapes. (Cube, 
pyramid, sphere, cone, 
cuboid). 

 

I want a Pet  
Children will be introduced to the 
story ‘I want a Pet’ by Lauren Child. 
 
MS/SR - This will help them to focus 
on the importance of listening as the 
key concept in the book is not only 
focussed on the animals and what 
would make a good pet, but it also 
focuses on how the main character 
listens to her family and their 
opinions.  
 
Children need to build on the skill of 
taking turns, sharing and considering 
the needs of others. 
 
Key Vocab and Questions – see C 
and L. 

I want a Pet 
LAU and S – Children will 
engage in a variety of whole 
class and small group work in 
order to practise the skill of 
listening to information and 
recalling it correctly. Small 
question and answer sessions. 
Knowledge harvests to allow the 
children the opportunity to 
share what they know about 
pets and animals. 
 
Key Vocab – lion, wolves, sheep, 
goldfish, octopus, mum, dad, 
grandad, grandma, boa 
constrictor.  
 
Key Questions - Where is the 
story set? What animals feature 
in the story? Which pet would 
be your favourite and why? 
What pets do the children have 

I want a Pet 
Gross Motor – Focus in PE 
lessons to be determined 
by the specialist. 
 
Outdoor activities – focus 
on controlling their body 
movements on equipment 
using various items such as 
trikes, big construction, 
obstacle courses. 
 
Fine Motor – time to 
develop a finer writing 
technique using their 
phonic knowledge for 
letter formation. Continual 
focus on using one-handed 
tools with increased 
control so that it is 
effortless.  

I want a Pet 
Reading – Children will be able 
to practise their segmenting 
and blending skills reading 
books related to the topic but 
ones, which include phonic 
sound learnt so far. ( s, a, t, p, I, 
n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, 
b, f, ff) 
 
Exploring NF books about 
animals, we keep as pets. 
Possible visit to the Vets in the 
village? Link to UW. 
 
Writing – Children will be 
encouraged to write about 
their own pets and to invent 
one for a friend or family 
member. They can access 
books to support their ideas 
and/or research different pets 
using the class iPad. 

I want a Pet 
SSM – Weighing and 
measuring with non-
standard figures. Children 
will be able to pretend to 
be a Vet in the role-play, 
taking care of the animals 
and ensuring they are the 
right size and weight to be 
healthy. Link to EAD. 
 
Children will be able to use 
measuring blocks, scales 
and document their 
findings of the different 
animals at the maths 
table. Focusing on using 
language to describe what 
they find and to solve the 
maths problems around 
the heaviest and lightest 
pet. 

I want a Pet 
TNW - Children will continue 
to be encouraged to take 
care of the chickens in the 
outdoor area. 
 
PCC - This will be linked to 
the story of ‘I want a Pet!’ 
Children will relate their own 
experiences to the story.  
 
They can create a pet of 
choice in the construction 
area and extend on their 
knowledge of how to take 
care of pets in the Vets Role-
Play. 
 
Key Vocab - care, needs, 
pets, pet names, food, 
groom, stroke, feed, design, 
make, construct, join, 
assemble, pet names. 

I want a Pet 
BI/MM – Children will be 
encouraged to use their 
imagination in the Vets role-
play area, pretending to take 
on the roles within Vets and 
showing their understanding 
of how to take care of 
animals that are familiar to 
them. Link to UW. 
 
Children will have the 
opportunity to create 
different birds or animals 
that live as pets at home. 
Suggestion is a budgie but 
there can be alternative 
resources available for 
children to make their own 
choices. 
 
Key Vocab - budgie, pet, cut, 
trim, card, stick, fix, bend, 



at home? Do the children know 
the names of the different pets?   

This practise will help 
them focus on writing for 
longer periods. 
 
Key Vocab and Questions 
– see LIT/UW/EAD. 

Key Vocab - write, words, 
invent, describe, create, sound 
mat, finger space, sentence, 
books, illustrations, characters, 
plot, storyline, pets. 
 
Key Questions - Can you use 
your phonic knowledge to read 
the book ‘Pets’? Can you find 
other books about pets? Can 
you confidently read some 
words to a friend? Can you 
invent an unusual pet and 
write about it? Where do you 
think your pet would live? 
What would it eat? 

Children will investigate 
different times of the day 
focussing on morning, 
afternoon and evening 
during the maths input. 
Children to think about 
what they do at these 
times during the day. 
 
Key Vocab - weigh, 
weighing scales, balances, 
heavy, light, heavier, 
lighter, heaviest, lightest, 
compare, order, more, 
less, brushing teeth, 
waking up with sunshine, 
going to bed in the dark, 
breakfast, KL, lunch, PE. 
 
Key Questions - Can you 
weigh the animals to find 
out, which is heavier or 
lighter, and document 
your findings? Can you 
work out how many blocks 
each pet weighs? Can you 
record your findings? 
Which activities do we 
complete in the morning? 
What do we do after 
lunch? When do we go 
home? 

Key Questions - Can you 
take care of the pets in our 
Vets? Can you talk about 
what a pet needs in order to 
be well cared for? Do you 
have a pet at home? Can you 
write anything you need to 
buy for the animals on the 
shopping lists? What do you 
need to do to keep a pet 
happy, safe and healthy? 
What do our chickens need 
to stay healthy and happy? 

curve, circle, cotton, attach, 
dangle, care, needs, pets, 
pet names, food, groom, 
stroke, feed. 
 
Key Questions - Can you 
follow the instructions to 
create a budgie in a cage? 
Can you talk about what a 
pet needs in order to be well 
cared for? Do you have a pet 
at home? Can you write 
anything you need to buy for 
the animals on the shopping 
lists?   

Farmer Duck 
Children will be introduced to the 
story ‘Farmer Duck’ written by 
Martin Waddle. 
 
BR/SR – Children will focus on the 
concept of fairness. Thinking about 
the farmer in the story who appears 
lazy, ungrateful and expecting of the 
animals – they will look at the 
question – Is this fair? What would 
make things fairer? 
Circle times to support their 
thoughts along with open-ended 
discussion in the provision where 
they can record their views. Links to 
UW/CL. 
 
Key Vocab and Questions – See C 
and L. 

Farmer Duck 
LAU and S – Children will recall 
key facts contained in the story 
and initially break down the 
main characters, plot and 
outcome. They will explore the 
deeper messages in the story, 
which extends into a wider 
discussion about being FAIR. 
 
Key Vocab – fair, fairer, lazy, 
feelings, talking, listening, 
helping, hurting, mindful, 
positive, mind-set, right, wrong, 
unkind, unhelpful, helpful, and 
grateful.  
 
Key Questions – What is fair? Is 
the farmer being kind or 
helpful? Can you talk into the 
‘Talking Postcards’ about how 

Farmer Duck 
Gross Motor – Focus in PE 
lessons to be determined 
by the specialist. 
 
Outdoor activities – focus 
will include moving large 
pieces of equipment to 
design and create their 
own farmyard and 
buildings. Links to 
EAD/UW. 
 
Fine Motor – Children will 
continue to embed their 
writing skills through letter 
formation in phonics and 
by attempting tasks set 
out in the LIT area. 
 

Farmer Duck 
Reading – Children will be 
encouraged to explore books 
about farm animals and pets. 
Discuss the differences and 
identify whether they are 
fiction or non-fiction books. 
They can practice locating their 
tricky words sets 1 and 2 within 
the texts.  
( s, a, t, p, I, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, 
ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, ff, l, ll) 
 
Writing – Children will be 
asked to write a simple short 
sentence or caption to 
accompany the chilli challenges 
set at the writing area. They 
will explore using known tricky 
words and sentence starters 
such as I, The, It is and so on. 

Farmer Duck 
NP – adding, taking away 
numbers within 10 and an 
introduction to small coins 
1p, 2p, and 5p. 
 
Children will have access 
to coins within the 
provision to explore them 
and begin to use 
appropriate maths 
language to describe the 
smaller coins. Drawing on 
their number knowledge, 
they can match up 
quantities of coins to the 
correct numbers within 
the provision.  
Links to EAD children can 
buy shopping for the 

Farmer Duck 
TNW – Time to check in on 
the chickens. Children will be 
able to ‘write’ a diary – a 
week in the life of our 
chickens. Children can 
explore what they need to 
be happy and healthy. 
 
Links to PSED – Children will 
discuss what makes life and 
situations FAIR. 
 
Key Vocab - feed, clean, 
coup, eggs, chicken, chick, 
straw, water, warmth, cold, 
and food. 
 
Key Questions - Can you 
create a diary ‘a week in the 
life of our chickens’? Can you 

Farmer Duck 
MM/BI – Children will have 
access to different materials 
to make a farmyard animal 
from the story – possibly 
sheep or pig. Following the 
plan/do/review process, 
they will decide what their 
animal looks like and what 
materials they will use. 
In construction, they can 
begin to build animal 
enclosures on a farm in the 
small world. 
 
Key Vocab - materials, glue, 
stick, cotton wool, strips, 
shredded paper, doilies, 
print, make, construct, join, 
assemble, fields, enclosures, 
farm. 



we can make things fair? Have 
you ever felt that things have 
been unfair for you? What did 
you do about it? 

Some children may require 
continual support for using 
one-handed tools, which 
can be supplemented in 
the provision at the busy 
fingers area-using scissor 
to cut up pieces of straw 
to add resistance. 
 
Key Vocab - scissors, cut, 
straw, lengths, compare, 
loner, shorter, longest, 
shortest, build, farm, plots, 
fences, animals, pens, 
house, shed, river, logs, 
blocks, water, hedge, boat. 
 
Key Questions - Can you 
cut the straw to different 
lengths? Can you talk 
about the length of each 
piece compared to the 
others? Can use the pieces 
of straw to create some 
artwork in the creative 
area? Can you build a farm 
for Farmer Duck? Can you 
make an animal pen? Can 
you retell the story in your 
own words using the farm 
and the animals that you 
have created? Can you 
resolve conflicts when 
collaborating with friends 
to build a project? 

Key Vocab - books, 
illustrations, photos, 
information book, story book, 
non-fiction/fiction, write, 
words, caption, sentence, 
tricky word, sound mat, tricky 
word list, finger space. 
 
Key Questions - Can you read 
and talk about the farm books 
in our selection? Can you sort 
the books in our book area 
depending on what they are 
about – pets or farm? Can you 
identify whether they are 
fiction or non-fiction books? 
Can you write a caption or 
simple sentence to go with one 
of our duck themed pictures? 
Can you use one of our tricky 
words in your sentence? 
 

farmer to make a healthy 
meal. 
 
Key Vocab - money, coins, 
silver, gold, copper, 
curved, straight, size, 
worth more/worth less, 
least, value, add, minus, 
take away, numbers to 10. 
 
Key Questions - Can you 
talk about the different 
coins? Colour the coins the 
correct colours. 
Can you describe the 
shape and size of the 
coins? Can you say which 
coin is worth the most or 
the least? What does this 
number sentence say? 
What is the answer? How 
do you know? 

write short sentences to 
support your diary pictures? 
Can you count and 
document how much food or 
water the chickens need in 
the week? How many eggs 
do you find? 

Key Questions - Can you 
make a sheep or a pig? Can 
you check you have done 
your very best work? Is there 
anything you would do 
differently if you did it again? 
Can you create some 
enclosures for the farm 
animals?  Can you write a list 
of animals that live on your 
farm? Can you spell them 
phonetically? 

Giraffe’s Can’t Dance 
Children will be introduced to the 
story ‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’ written 
by Giles Andrea. 
 
SC/SR – Focus on positive abilities. 
Children will look and discuss what 
they are good at and what they 
think their friends are good at. We 
will explore why it is important to be 
resilient even when we find learning 
difficult.  
Links to LIT – character in the story. 
 
Key Vocab - yourself, abilities, 
positive, ‘good at’, happy, I can, I 
will, you can, you will, you are. 
 

Giraffe’s Can’t Dance 
LAU and S – Children will 
engage in a variety of whole 
class and small group work in 
order to practise the skill of 
listening to information and 
recalling it correctly. Focus on 
understanding the feelings of 
the main characters, the story 
including the beginning, middle 
and the end. 
 
Key Vocab – main characters, 
plot, beginning, middle, ending, 
empathy, feelings, kind, unkind, 
dancing, jungle, friends.  
 

Giraffe’s Can’t Dance 
Gross Motor – Focus in PE 
lessons to be determined 
by the specialist. 
 
Outdoor activities – focus 
on controlling their body 
movements when dancing 
and expressing their 
emotions in response to 
music that they can hear. 
 
Fine Motor – using their 
phonic knowledge to 
practise their word or 
caption writing. Focus on 
using one-handed tools 
with accurate control and 

Giraffe’s Can’t Dance 
Reading – Children will be 
introduced to a variety of texts 
to help them understand the 
difference between fiction and 
non-fiction. They can explore 
sorting books into the correct 
categories. 
They will use their phonic 
knowledge to begin to read 
unknown words in unfamiliar 
texts in the reading area. 
( s, a, t, p, I, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, 
ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, ff, l, ll, le, ss) 
Writing – Children will explore 
labelling and writing simple 
captions using their phonic 
knowledge of sounds taught. 

Giraffe’s Can’t Dance 
Number – Children will 
begin to focus on more 
difficult numbers up to 20 
and possibly beyond. They 
will sequence them 
correctly and explore 
quantities to match each 
number.  
 
Number Patterns – 
Children will continue to 
explore the concept of 
subtraction using a variety 
of means for 
understanding this 
including number lines, 
counters and Numicon. 

Giraffe’s Can’t Dance 
TNW – Children will explore 
animals and their difference 
habitats. Focussing on jungle 
animals – investigate 
giraffes, lions, elephants, 
zebras, buffalos, meerkats, 
monkeys and so on. Links to 
EAD through jungle den 
role-play area. 
 
Key Vocab – Links to EAD. 
 
Key Questions – Links to 
EAD. 
What do you think they eat? 
Where do they live? Why are 
they …? What habitat do you 

Giraffe’s Can’t Dance 
BI – Children will explore 
what it is like to live in the 
jungle like a giraffe but also 
other animals. 
 
MM - They can explore the 
natural world around them, 
possibly a visit to the Safari 
Park for them to see real life 
Jungle animals. 
Creating art linked to natural 
habitats and experiences 
likes sunsets. Explore colour-
mixing opportunities. Links 
to UW. 
 



Key Questions - Can you talk about 
what the children in the photos are 
doing? What are you good at doing 
and what are you not so good at? 
Can you draw and write about what 
you are good at and what you are 
not so good at? 

Key Questions - Can you 
develop a story using the 
characters and props in the 
small world? Where is the story 
set? What is Gerald good at? 
How do you think the other 
animals make Gerald feel? How 
do you think Gerald feels about 
dancing? Think about what you 
are good at and how it makes 
you feel. 
 
Links to LIT/UW/EAD/PSED. 

no support needed for 
letter formations. 
Children will continue to 
develop good use of 
number knowledge for 
writing numbers the 
correct way around and 
with the appropriate digits 
and mathematical signs to 
represent simple number 
sentences. 
 
Key Vocab – all phonemes 
taught so far (see LIT), 
numbers up to 20 where 
appropriate and including 
the following signs - + = 
and -. 
 
Key Questions – Can you 
write this number? Can 
you use the maths symbols 
correctly to show your 
number sentence? Which 
sound is this? Can you 
show me what sounds 
make this word? 

Are they able to write the 
words using the correct 
phonemes? Are the words able 
to be read by himself, herself, 
or another? Chilli challenges 
are set at ability levels. 
 
Key Vocab - books, story 
books, information books, 
fiction, non-fiction, photos, 
illustrations, diagrams, 
characters, plot, write, words, 
letters, sounds, label, describe, 
tricky word, sound mat, tricky 
word list, finger space. 
 
Key Questions - Can you read 
and share the books about the 
jungle animals? Can you make 
a set of storybooks and a set of 
information books? Which 
books can you identify as 
fiction or non-fiction? Can you 
label the picture of Gerald the 
Giraffe? Can you write a 
sentence to describe him? Try 
and use the tricky word ‘he’! 

Number patterns within 10 
and then differentiated to 
suit abilities up to 15 and 
then 20. Chilli challenges 
are set at ability levels. 
 
Key Vocab - take away, 
number sentence, take 
away mat, pictures, 
objects, counters, blocks, 
numicon, numbers to 20, 
and sequence in order. 
 
Key Questions – Which 
number is this? Can you 
sequence in the correct 
order to 10 and then 20? 
Can you work out the 
answer to the number 
sentences on your list? 
Can you make up a 
number sentence of your 
own? Can you write the 
number sentence and 
show an adult? 

think they would like and 
why? Is it hot/cold where 
they live? 

Key Vocab - sort, group, 
criteria, category, type, 
habitat, animal names, 
jungle, desert, African plains, 
nurture, growth, feed, food, 
carnivore, crawl, leap, jump, 
hop, walk, run, mix, red, 
yellow, orange, shades, fiery 
colours, African landscape. 
 
Key Questions - Can you sort 
the animals into different 
groups? Can you talk about 
why you chose the groups 
you did? Can you create a 
performance for a jungle 
dance? Can you perform at 
the Jungle Dance? Can you 
play an instrument? What 
colour do you get when you 
mix red and yellow paint? 
Can you create various 
shades of orange? Can you 
add details to your picture? 

Greedy Zebra 
Children will be introduced to the 
story ‘Greedy Zebra’ written by 
Hadithi Mwenye. 
 
Links to C and L. Children will 
explore why it is that the Zebra is 
last. Thinking about what 
opportunities he missed whilst he 
was eating. 
 
 
 
 

Greedy Zebra 
LAU/S – Children will explore 
the story about the greedy 
zebra and show their 
understanding of ending. 
They will be able to recall all of 
the animals included in the 
story and what each of their 
patterns are. 
They will explore who provided 
the fabric for the animals. Do 
they think it is God or someone 
else? 
 
Key Vocab – fabric, cloth, 
sewing, lion, leopard, zebra, 
rhino, hippo, elephant, monkey, 
buffalo, iguana, hyena, cut, sew, 
greedy, cave, God, help, 
friendship. 
 
Key Questions – What did the 
zebra do when the other 
animals went to the cave? Why 
didn’t he go earlier? What 
pattern did he end up with and 

Greedy Zebra 
Gross Motor – Focus in PE 
lessons to be determined 
by the specialist. 
 
Outdoor Activities – 
Children will be able to use 
natural materials to create 
patterns and/or to 
represent animals from 
the jungle.  
 
Using the materials, they 
can find in the 
performance area they can 
develop a scene from the 
story and retell it using 
role-play masks and 
fabrics. Links to EAD. 
 
Fine Motor – Children will 
continue to practise their 
writing by producing the 
story in their own words.  
They can access the art of 
sewing in the role-play 

Greedy Zebra 
Reading – finding books about 
jungle animals. Using their 
knowledge to identify words 
that rhyme – using flashcards 
with pictures and words on, 
clipboard activity to see how 
many they can find and write 
down.  
( s, a, t, p, I, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, 
ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, ff, l, ll, le, ss, j, 
v) 
 
Writing – linked to reading 
clipboard activity in reading 
area. Children will be given the 
opportunity to rewrite the 
story in their own words using 
pictures as a stimulus or they 
can choose to draw their own. 
 
Key Vocab – write, retell, story 
line, plot, beginning, middle, 
ending, characters, meaning.  
 

Greedy Zebra 
SSM – 2D /3D shapes 
discussion about 
properties of the shapes 
introduce language such as 
vertex, vertices, corners, 
edges, sides, and faces. 
Focus on all common 2D 
shapes as a review and 
introduce cube, cuboid, 
sphere, cylinder and 
square based pyramid 
extension. Focus on 
shapes in our 
environments and in class. 
 
Key Vocab – cube, cuboid, 
cylinder, sphere and 
square based pyramid. 
Faces, sides, edges, vertex, 
vertices. 
 
Key Questions – What 
shape do you think this is? 
Do you know the name? 
What is a vertex? Can you 

Greedy Zebra 
Jungle sewing shop – add in 
zebras, giraffes, lions – add 
in some items of fabric for 
the children to sew or create 
patterns, finger puppets or 
pieces of fabric to give to the 
animals. Links to PD. 
 
Key Vocab – sew, cut, stitch, 
make, mend, and join, fabric, 
sewing, patterns, clothes, 
coats, animals. 
 
Key Questions – What are 
you going to make? Can you 
stitch them together? Why 
do you like that fabric? 
Which animal are you 
making that for? Can you 
talk about what you have 
made and show others how 
to do the same? 
 

Greedy Zebra 
MM – exploring patterns of 
animals – looking at the 
colours in nature – tigers, 
zebras, leopards, ladybirds, 
butterflies. Potato printing 
or screen printing? Collage 
using coloured papers? 
Focus on a black and white 
art theme? 
Chalking/inking/oil pastels? 
 
Key Vocab – black, white, 
silhouette, shade, covered, 
bright, dark, light, grey, 
patterns, stencil, cut out, 
mask, collage. 
 
Key Questions - What 
pattern is your favourite and 
why? Which animal will you 
choose? Where will your 
animal be in the picture? 
What method will you use 
and why? 
 



why? Who do you think gave 
the animals their fabric and 
sewing tools? Who is God? 

shop, where the can have 
a go at sewing fabrics with 
child safe needles and 
thread. Links to EAD/UW. 
 
Key Vocab and Questions 
– See LIT/EAD/UW. 
 

Key Questions – Can you retell 
the story in your own words? 
Can you use the pictures to 
help inspire your story? Can 
you draw pictures to support 
your story writing? 

describe the shape? How 
many sides does it have? Is 
it a flat 2D shape or a 3D 
shape? Can you see any 
other 3D shapes in class? 
What else could this shape 
be? 

Harry and His Bucket Full of 
Dinosaurs 
Children will be introduced to the 
story ‘Harry and his Bucketful of 
Dinosaurs’ written by Ian Whybrow. 
 
BR/MS – Children will be reminded 
about the importance of friends and 
how to build relationships with them 
based on trust, kindness and caring.  
 
Valentines – if this week falls around 
valentine’s day – children can create 
something for someone whom they 
care about and learn why it is 
important to show friends and 
family that we care. 
 
Key Vocab – friends, trust, honour, 
care, love, Valentine’s Day, 
appreciate and appreciation. 
 
Key Questions - What else could do 
to show you care about other 
people? Links to CL. 

Harry and His Bucket Full of 
Dinosaurs 
LAU/S – Children will be 
introduced to the concept of 
plurals and asked to show their 
understanding of this in their 
independent writing. Links to 
LIT. 
 
They will continue to explore a 
weekly text and focus 
predominantly on the plot and 
storyline, using their abilities to 
remember core details from the 
story line. E.g. dinosaur names, 
main plot, is it fiction or non-
fiction?  
 
Key Vocab – See LIT. 
 
Key Questions - Discuss the 
characters in the story. Tell an 
adult the names of the 
dinosaurs that you know. What 
do you think the story is about? 
Where do you think the story is 
set? Why do you think Harry 
likes the Dinosaurs so much? 
Can you add an ‘s’ on the word 
to make it plural? Can you use 
one of our plural words to write 
caption or sentence? 

Harry and His Bucket Full 
of Dinosaurs 
Gross Motor – Focus in PE 
lessons to be determined 
by the specialist. 
 
Outdoor activities – 
Children will focus on a 
variety of activities to test 
both GM and FM including 
in the performance area 
where they will use their 
imaginations and 
resources to produce a 
performance linked to the 
story. They will explore the 
maths and mark making 
areas including 
movements of lifting, 
pulling. Pushing, dancing, 
rolling, jumping, running 
and hopping. 
 
Fine Motor – Emphasis on 
strengthening hand 
muscles for writing and 
using one-handed tools. 
Children will have access 
to play doh to create 
dinosaurs, they will use a 
variety of one handed 
tools for writing and 
cutting in the LIT/UW and 
EAD areas. 
 
Key Vocab - mould, 
squeeze, pinch, shape, 
squash, roll, flatten, 
details, decorate. 
 
Key Questions - Can you 
follow the instructions on 
your playdough mat? Can 
you invent some other 
playdough models and 

Harry and His Bucket Full of 
Dinosaurs 
Reading – Children will be 
encouraged to use iPads to 
research about dinosaurs. 
Children will discover facts and 
establish what they already 
know about some dinosaurs. 
( s, a, t, p, I, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, 
ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, ff, l, ll, le, ss, j, 
v, w, x) 
 
Writing – Children will 
continue to embed their 
phonic understanding by 
labelling their work and 
creations. They will be 
introduced to the concept of 
plurals and what that means 
practising adding the /s/ to 
certain words to show their 
understanding that it makes 
more of something.  Links to 
CL for immersive language. 
 
Key Vocab - iPad, information, 
internet, search, google, non-
fiction books, questions, 
answers, investigate, singular, 
plural, more than one, add an 
‘s’, one, more than one, lots. 
 
Key Questions - Can you use 
the iPads and the internet to 
find out about dinosaurs? Can 
you think of some questions 
you want to find out the 
answer to? What other things 
can you do to find out about 
dinosaurs? Can you add an ‘s’ 
on the word to make it plural? 
Can you use one of our plural 
words to write caption or 
sentence? 

Harry and His Bucket Full 
of Dinosaurs 
SSM – Consolidation 
activities of 2D shape in 
the creation of dinosaur 
art. 
 
Children will explain and 
show their understanding 
of the 2D shapes using 
mathematical language to 
support descriptions. 
 
Links to the story for input 
focussing on capacity using 
buckets and a variety of 
materials to explore 
appropriate maths 
language and 
understanding. They can 
use construction materials 
to show their 
understanding of 
more/less by filling 
buckets with different 
materials. 
 
Key Vocab - shape, 2D 
shape names and 
properties, create, design, 
full, empty, half full, half 
empty, none left, gone, 
overflowing, flowing. 
 
Key Questions - Can you 
use the paper shapes to 
create a dinosaur picture? 
Can you talk about the 
shapes you have used and 
why you chose those? Can 
you talk about the capacity 
of some containers? 
Which do you think will 
hold the most or the least 
amount? Can you talk 

Harry and His Bucket Full of 
Dinosaurs 
Children will be encouraged 
to share their knowledge – 
harvest of what they know 
so far about these extinct 
animals. We will explore 
images to show where they 
might have lived, what they 
might have looked like. Also, 
introduce children to 
difference between the 
types of dinosaurs – 
carnivore, herbivore and 
omnivores. 
 
Links to EAD in role-play 
area where they can take 
care of dinosaurs like Harry 
does with his. 
 
Key Vocab - hygienic, clean, 
wash, soap, shampoo, 
healthy food, exercise, meat 
eater, carnivore, plant eater, 
herbivore, compare. 
 
Key Questions - Can you look 
after the dinosaurs? What 
else could you do to keep 
your dinosaur safe, happy 
and healthy? Can you sort 
the dinosaurs depending on 
whether they are carnivores 
or herbivores? Can you 
explain in what ways 
different dinosaurs bodies 
were suited to be an 
herbivore or a carnivore? 

Harry and His Bucket Full of 
Dinosaurs 
Children will be encouraged 
to use their imaginations this 
week. Dinosaurs are extinct 
so we can imagine what they 
might have looked like.  
 
Inventing their own 
dinosaurs and naming them.   
 
Children can explore 
different materials to create 
their own dinosaur – play 
doh, paints, fabrics, tissue 
papers etc. They can use 
their own designs and focus 
using the plan/do/review 
step process. Links to 
UW/LIT/CL. 
 
Key Vocab - design, draw, 
features, details, plan, do , 
review, think, paint, cut, 
stick, rip, colour, mould, 
squeeze, pinch, shape, 
squash, roll, flatten, details, 
decorate. 
 
Key Questions - Can you 
invent a dinosaur? Draw a 
picture of it! Can you add 
your face to a dinosaur 
picture and name it a 
dinosaur name to include 
your own name e.g. 
“Ellasaurus”.  



pictures relating to our 
story “Harry and the 
Bucketful of Dinosaurs”. 
Links to LIT. 

about how we can work 
out which container will 
hold the most? 

Mad About Dinosaurs 
Children will be introduced to the 
story ‘Mad About Dinosaurs’ written 
by Giles Andrea and David 
Wojtowycz. 
 
Different type of focus – story is 
more of an information non-fiction 
themed – but written in a fiction 
genre. 
 
Children to share their existing 
knowledge and new knowledge that 
they have obtained during the two 
weeks on Dinosaurs. 
 
Links to CL/LIT/UW. 

Mad About Dinosaurs 
LAU/S - Children will explore 
story structure by writing their 
own story about their Dinosaur 
that they invented previously. 
 
This will form part of the writing 
assessment for this half term. 
 
Children can use their 
knowledge from their fact book 
to help expand their writing. 
 
Linked to PSED/LIT. 
 
Key Vocab – Dinosaur names, 
description words such as 
jungle, forest, mountain, 
volcano, home, types of 
dinosaur – herbivore, omnivore, 
carnivore.  
 
Key Questions – What is you 
dinosaur? What do they like to 
eat? Where do they live? What 
type of dinosaur are they? Do 
they like people or animals? Do 
they eat plants or meat? 

Mad About Dinosaurs 
Gross Motor – Focus in PE 
lessons to be determined 
by the specialist. 
 
Outdoor Activities – 
Children will have access 
to obstacle course 
equipment in order to 
assess their gross motor 
movements and 
collaboration when they 
design an obstacle course 
for their friends to 
undertake. 
 
Children will also have 
access to the school field, 
where we can practise 
running and chasing 
games, which help to 
display their LA skills and 
their ability to understand 
questions and follow 
detailed instructions. 
 
Fine Motor – Links to 
writing assessment this 
week. Pencil control, and 
accuracy. Sustained 
writing for a period. 
Use of one-handed tools 
within the EAD area and 
their development of 
control when working with 
a purpose in mind for 
creations. Links to 
EAD/UW/LIT. 
 
Key Vocab and Questions 
– See LIT/UW/EAD. 

Mad About Dinosaurs 
Reading – Hunting for books 
about Dinosaurs to help them 
with their fact books. 
Children can also look for the 
words in the story that rhyme 
and show their understanding 
by sorting the flashcards into 
piles. 
 
Writing – Dinosaur fact Book. 
Children will be encouraged to 
create their own fact book 
about Dinosaurs. They can 
choose their favourite one to 
talk about. Drawing their own 
pictures or using examples 
given from the story. 
Applying their phonic 
knowledge to attempt to write 
words and sentences to 
describe their dinosaurs. 
 
( s, a, t, p, I, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, 
ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, ff, l, ll, le, ss, j, 
v, w, x, y, z) 
 
Key Vocab – dinosaur names, 
volcano, fire, earth, water, 
food, carnivore, herbivore, 
omnivore, plant eater, meat 
eater, stone houses, caves, 
forests, fields, rivers. 
 
Key Questions – What 
dinosaur is your favourite and 
why? Are they a carnivore, 
herbivore or omnivore? Can 
you explain the differences? 
What did your dinosaur do for 
fun? Where did it live? How 
big/tall/small/large/tiny is your 
dinosaur? What do you like 
best about your dinosaur? 
 

Mad About Dinosaurs 
SSM – Repeating patterns 
using dinosaurs of 
different shapes and 
colours. Sequencing them 
in 2, 3 or 4 step patterns. 
 
Review on the language of 
size – big, biggest, small, 
smallest, tiny, and tiniest. 
 
The children can explore 
sorting the dinosaurs in 
correct size order. The 
children will explain why 
they are different to a 
friend. 
 
Key Vocab – repeating 
pattern, next, after, 
before, small, smallest, 
tiny, tiniest, big, biggest, 
largest, gigantic, 
enormous. 
 
Key Questions – Can you 
show me a 2/3/4 step-
repeating pattern? What is 
next? What comes 
before/after? Can you sort 
them in size order? Which 
one is the 
biggest/smallest? Which 
one is gigantic? 

Mad About Dinosaurs 
TNW - Dinosaur den in the 
role-play area. Children will 
explore and share their 
knowledge of dinosaurs by 
immersing themselves into 
the den. 
They can confidently talk 
about dinosaurs that they 
know, determine which type 
of dinosaur they are 
(carnivore, herbivore and 
omnivore) and can use their 
knowledge to create their 
fact book. Linked to 
LIT/EAD. 
 
Key Vocab – dinosaur 
names, herbivore, carnivore, 
omnivore, real world, 
pretend, food, water, home, 
family of dinosaurs, share, 
engage and include friends. 

Mad About Dinosaurs 
MM/BI - Creating volcanos 
and dinosaur habitats. 
Children can use any 
materials available to create 
a 3D dinosaur scene. Many 
junk modelling with a variety 
of materials, cardboard, 
paper Mache, glue, tissue 
paper, card, toilet rolls and 
so on. 
Use pictures to inspire their 
class dinosaur world 
creation. 
 
Consolidation of their 
learning into a whole class 
project, which can be 
displayed in school. 
 
Key Vocab – paper, glue, cut, 
stick, design, build, model, 
paper Mache, paint, paper, 
fabric, volcano, lava, palm 
trees, river, mountains, 
leaves, bushes, plants. 
 
Key Questions – Where did 
dinosaurs live? What were 
they able to eat? Do you 
think that there were any 
volcanos? What is a volcano? 
What do you know about a 
dinosaur habitat?  
 
 

 

 


